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Introduction/Overview

For my topic I would like to do research not only on the advancement of technology but the advancement of technology in automobiles in the future and if it is good to keep adding on computers to a car or if by adding more computers it is being made easier for people to convert it into a tool for killing – I will try to cover both the near future and advancements that engineers are now just thinking about and have not implemented yet. This affects everyone that drives maybe by making them more dependent on technology and not having any skills of their own, it affects the engineers and innovators because they are the ones that are making the machines, health insurance buisnesses because with more technology there might be less accidents, and affects the next generation because if people thought we are too dependent on technology, well the next generation would be worse. There are both increased risk to adding more technology to cars as well as positive effects that it could bring, one could even go as far as to separate each individual advancement and judge them if they are positive or negative.
While everyone would love for the full automation of cars to be possible so they could do other things while going from one location to another there are also the harmful effects that no one really seems to pay attention to, which is why I am here. As I mentioned before there are different types of advancements being applied to the automobile.
Some of the new innovations to the car, as listed on BankRate, include a rear-mounted radar night vision with pedestrian detection, automatic high-beam control, parental control GPS vehicle tracking, cameras, driver capability, and in-car Internet. While the biggest hype has been on having a self-driving car, meaning that texting or using cell phones in general would not be as big of a problem as it is now which would account for around 1.6 million crashes (NSC). At the other end is the possibility of cyber terrorist being able to take over a car easier since the addition of computers would make the automobile easier to “hack”. Recently the U.S.’ Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency funded a project which was designated to prove that by adding advanced computing to cars that it made the cars vulnerable to software hacks (popsci). The article however does state that it was done by an advance team meaning that it would not be possible for anyone, but just proving that it was possible. These but are but a few viewpoints in the half hour I took to look into my topic to see if there was enough material and I am sure I would find more controversy if I looked at more articles from different point of views – the more political view and the engineers.

Taking 30 minutes to google something I was able to find 3 articles that gave me statistics about some prior information I already had from two viewpoints, one from the different possibilities of the advancements to how this technology could lead to increase in cyber crime. There would also be debates about how if we continue to make the human being depend more and more on machines, that we might become unable to do anything for ourselves or would this just make us more efficient….
 I might post something on facebook or on my blog to see opinions about this topic but I am not relying too much on this method since it would involve on having to much trust on the response of my peers. If I were to use some sort of media source thought this would allow me to gather information on both people from my generation and maybe from other generations where technology did not rule one’s life.
I plan to use articles on both popular science, national safety council, and the news. This three topics however are merely examples of articles that cover both ideas from popular culture, facts, and currents news for headings of how this is impacting us on the reggie. 
Initial Inquiry Question(s)

In this section, do your best to state one initial inquiry question. Examples: Does increased amount of technology in our daily life good or bad? Or, what are some of the negative effects of too much technology? Or, if cars have more technology in them making them autonomous would that be a pro or a handicap for humanity?  Or, Technology is better for presenting information and communicating ideas but do we need areas where we don’t need as much technology? Or, as we advance from a world where crime can be done through a computer how would the law enforcement change?

My Interest in this Topic

This was not my first topic of choice but as I started brainstorming topics I saw that this was something that I had moderate information on and that would be relevant to my field of study, I am a student of the engineering academy. I am considering of doing more background search then is just necessary though because I am interested in learning how actual parts of the car work.  

1. What do you already know?
I know that there are a lot of advancements in technology that are being modified in order to improve the car. Some things include better fuel efficiency, tools that would help a driver spotting potential problems on the road and that there are people working on a car that will be able to drive itself. Also, HOVERCRAFTS!!
2. What do you hope to learn?
I hope to learn the schematics of a car so I can better reference the parts that engineers are hoping to change, or have already changed. I also hope to learn the type of technology they are incorporating or some crazy – out of the box – ideas that they have.
Next Steps

I will research my topic on the internet, just joking I have a list of multiple website that I will check each topic to see what the recent advancements in the car are. I will use websites like popular mechanics, popular science, business insider, and national safety council. I will also make an effort to go to the library to find these so called academic journels to see what is written on the automobile, which is to research the timeline of the car and see how long it took us to get this far and compare it to how far we will get in the future. 
Websites:

· http://www.bankrate.com/finance/money-guides/8-great-new-advances-in-auto-technology-1.aspx
· http://www.nsc.org/Pages/NSCestimates16millioncrashescausedbydriversusingcellphonesandtexting.aspx
· http://www.popsci.com/cars/article/2013-07/hack-takes-over-your-cars-steering-while-youre-driving
· http://www.businessinsider.com/new-technology-makes-start-stop-work-for-cars-2013-7
· http://www.popularmechanics.com/cars/
· http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0001-4575(94)90049-3. (HUD)
· http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijhydene.2009.06.003. (fuel cell and battery)

