Pedro Cruz-Santos

August 20, 2013
Dear Mr. Malcolm,


You gave us an assignment to write a letter to you describing ourselves, but who can describe themselves without being objective. Well something about myself... well I am willing to share most of my background if one ask me because that means that someone has genuine interest in learning more about me. Yes, I am the type of person that holds nothing back but would not be the one to volunteer information about myself unless instructed. 

My name is Pedro Cruz-Santos, I am nineteen years old and I am currently enrolled in the department of engineering. I do not like to write and I like to read about the same amount, although I believe I have had some wonderful english teachers that have helped me with my skill level in each (fun fact I say skill level because I love to play MMORPG). Although I may no partake in writing as much as I should I have done it at times to calm myself done, because there is just something about clearing my mind at moments that gives me momentary peace, a good escape- from my troubles, from life, from reality.

Throughout my life I have had it pretty easy; not having much trouble with school work or the social part of school, but this was different when I was younger. I am an immigrant who moved to North Carolina when he was five years old. Of course this is not something I share so easily but I am proud of my background and I thank my parents every day for the risk they took to help me achieve the life I have right now. When my family first got here none of us spoke any English and being from Oaxaca, Mexico most of our costumes that we were use to where different so we had to adapt to a new way of life. My father, also the person I am named after, was a citizen and through him everyone in my family was able to acquire residency and a few years later the children under eighteen years of age were able to get their citizenship. It took a lot of money, paperwork, and time to get us to where we are today and so I strive to do my best to educate myself and make my parents proud of me.

I have always been more closed person, I like to joke about how I am socially awkward, but to be honest that is the only explanation I have to how nervous I am in a new social setting. It has only been recently that I have had an easier time being myself, although if you were to ask my parents they wouldn’t agree that is always the best, jajaja (Hispanic laugh). I have discovered that I love to laugh and life is always more fulfilling if you have a positive attitude. That is the quote I live my life by because being normal is funny but I will only put in the effort if I feel it is worth it… guess one could say I am a lazy person.

I may not like to talk to strangers and sometimes I prefer to be by myself but if someone introduces themselves I will always be happy to meet new people. I try to be outgoing and I have worked two jobs without counting the work study that I will start. They have helped with the social awkwardness especially since one was in the mall as a sales associate. The other one is a cook for a bar and grill called Kennedys, this has helped me because I will not starve later on in my life. I work because I love money, it is not necessary to live a happy life but I know that having a lot more of it makes life easier and one is able to enjoy themselves to the fullest, plus I do not want any debt once I finish school so I pay the difference that financial aid does not pay out of my pocket. That is my story… a hardworking student just trying to make some money and make his parents proud. 
Sincerely,
English 1103 student Pedro Cruz
